
U.S. Department of Energy 
Categorical Exclusion Determination Form 

Proposed Action Title: Construction and Operation of the Laboratory for Translational Research Capability (4274X) 

Program or Field Office: Office of Science - ORNL 

Location(s) (City/County/State): Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Proposed Action Description: 

Efforts have been underway in recent years to revitalize the ORNL Campus by construction of new facilities and demolition and removal of 
old structures and buildings no longer needed to support the Office of Science (SC) mission. The proposed action would repurpose 
brownfield space for construction and operation of a new state of the art laboratory facility to support DOE ongoing and future research 
and development missions and goals. 

The proposed action would consist of siting, construction, modification, and operation and decommissioning of a new facility for small-scale 
research and development projects; conventional laboratory operations and small-scale pilot projects. The Laboratory for Translational 
Research Capability will host modern laboratories with supporting infrastructure; conference spaces and offices in support of DOE research 
and development activities at ORNL, within a single modern facility which promotes operational efficiencies and will facilitate the 
retirement of aging and less efficient facilities currently in use. 

Appropriate storm water pollution controls would be installed and inspected prior to beginning excavation, soil removal, and other 
construction activities. Water spray would be utilized to control airborne dust emissions if needed, and runoff would be monitored and 
regulated to prevent uncontrolled non-storm water discharges to storm drains and/or waters of the state. 

General construction wastes would include but are not limited to concrete, metal, wood, roofing material, glass, empty packaging, and 
excavated spoil material. It is understood that some excavated soil may contain radiological and/or chemical contaminants and field 
screening methods will be used to identify contaminated soils which are encountered during excavation and construction activities. 
Contaminated soils would be segregated and managed in accordance with an approved project waste management plan. All nonhazardous 
and nonradioactive waste material would be disposed at an approved sanitary landfill site. ORNL involvement in the disposal of hazardous 
and/or mixed waste would include characterizing, packaging, and certifying the waste to ensure that it meets the acceptance requirements 
of the receiving organization. Construction planning will incorporate appropriate best management practices wherever ground-disturbing 
activities are planned, including but not limited to soil characterization, additional storm water controls, and waste segregation and 
containment. 

DOE, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(() and in accordance with the Programmatic Agreement Among the Department of Energy Oak Ridge Office, 
the Tennessee State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Concerning the Management of Historic 
and Cultural Properties at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (Section VII.A.2.e), has determined that the proposed action for the 
construction of the Laboratory for Translational Research Capability within the Oak Ridge National Laboratory Historic District will not 
adversely affect the visual integrity of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory Historic District. DOE shared this determination with the Tennessee 
State Historic Preservation Office, who agreed with DOE's decision. The corresnondence between the two offices is attached. 

Because the proposed construction designs are compatible with adjacent historic properties, no historic properties would be adversely 
affected by the proposed action, and discovery of any archeologically or historically significant artifacts would be reported to the Tennessee 
Historic Preservation Office in accordance with the Programmatic Agreement for ORNL. 
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Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 

B3.6 - Small-scale research and development, laboratory operations, and pilot projects 










































