
/SC-CH F 560 (12/B/18) 

DOE NEPA Tracking Number 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, OFFICE OF SCIENCE 
INTEGRATED SUPPORT CENTER-CHICAGO OFFICE

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) 
ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION NOTIFICATION FORM 

To be completed by "Applicant," I.e., organization with responsibilities for a ·Federal action• involving 
application to DOE for a permit, license, exemption or a/location, or other similar actions. For assistance with 
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Solicitation/Award No. (if applicable): DE-FOA-0002181 
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0 r g an i z at ion Name: American Museum of Science and Energy Foundation 

Proposed Action Title: American Museum of Science and Energy Operations - grant 

Total DOE Funding/Total Funding: 1,214,538 

I. Project Description: (Use explanation pages if additional space is required)

A. Proposed Project/Action (if applicable, delineate Federally funded/Non-Federally funded portions)

Ongoing operations for two existing facilities: 
1) American Museum of Science and Energy, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, Anderson County
2) K-25 History Center, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, Roane County

Both of these existing facilities will continue operations as a result of the grant. 
See the Description/Explanation Pages 1-3 below for additional detail.    

B. Would the project proceed without Federal funding?

If "yes," use explanation page.

II. Description of Affected Environment: (Use explanation pages if additional space is required)

Yes No 
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See the Description/Explanation Pages 1-3 below for additional detail.







x
B3.14

x

x
x

C. Johnathan Sitzlar,  Contracting Officer's Representative
In partnership with OTS, the document has been appropriately completed.

May 1, 2020



Section 1 and Section 2:  The American Museum of Science and Energy (AMSE), originally named the 
American Museum of Atomic Energy, was established in 1949 in a former cafeteria building to provide 
educational programs focused on the Department of Energy’s (DOE) past, present, and future missions.  
In 1975, the museum moved to the Tulane Avenue facility, where it continued to provide the general 
public with energy information. The name of the museum was changed to the American Museum of 
Science and Energy in 1978.  Public Law 106-554, enacted December 21, 2000, designated the museum 
operated by the Secretary of Energy in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, as the ‘American Museum of Science and 
Energy.’  See also 42 U.S.C. § 7142a.  In 2018 AMSE moved to a newly renovated 15,000 square-feet (sf) 
space located at 115 Main Street East in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  This facility is located in Anderson 
County.

AMSE has been considered one of the top tourist attractions in the Knoxville area, and it attracts about 
65,000 visitors per year.  Among other activities, AMSE provides interactive curriculum-based classroom 
programs for school groups and STEM education programs.  AMSE houses permanent and rotating 
exhibits, provides live demonstrations, hosts evening events consistent with the AMSE mission, and 
holds spring, summer, and fall camp programs for students.  AMSE is also the starting point for bus tours 
of sites on the federal government’s Oak Ridge Reservation, and it hosts the National Park Service (NPS) 
programs and events for the Manhattan Project National Historical Park.  The facility operates seven (7) 
days a week (9am-5pm Tuesday – Saturday; 1-5pm on Sunday and Monday).

The AMSE facility includes an exhibit area for permanent and temporary exhibits.  The facility also 
includes a lobby area with an information desk and monitors, two classrooms, one 150-seat lecture hall, a 
retail shop and office space for museum staff and volunteers.  AMSE houses five major exhibit topic areas 
listed below and an Oak Ridge regional kinetic map of Oak Ridge and DOE’s historical landmarks and 
video wall

• The Manhattan Project
• National Security
• Big Science
• Energy Leadership
• Environmental Restoration

In addition to the American Museum of Science and Energy, the AMSE Foundation is tasked with 
operating a second facility located in Roane County.  



Description/Explanation Page 2 

The K-25 History Center (K-25), opened in February 2020, tells the history of the Manhattan Project 
and the incredible story of the K-25 gaseous diffusion plant.  Its mission is to both present the history 
of the site and the intense effort to create the atomic bomb, and to explain the science behind such an 
immense and important undertaking.  Dedicated customer service representatives and volunteers 
work at K-25, and other AMSE staff members divide their time between AMSE and K-25. The 
Executive Director of AMSE is also the Executive Director of the K-25 History Center. 

The hours of K-25 mirror those of AMSE. The facility, pictured below, includes an orientation 
theater, and exhibits showing the history of Oak Ridge and the Manhattan Project.  Then the focus 
changes to the K-25 facility and the men and women who made it successful.  A special exhibit space 
helps tell the story of K-25 and the Manhattan Project. Office and workspaces are available for both 
staff and volunteers.

Additionally, AMSEF partners with the Manhattan Project National Historical Park to present the 
story of the Manhattan Project when possible through activities such as special exhibits and public 
programs.

AMSE’s mission is to educate visitors about the Manhattan Project history and DOE’s impact on 
science, energy, environmental restoration and national security.  More generally, AMSEF contributes 
to the advancement of the teaching of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), a 
mission vital to the continued success of DOE and our nation.   

These activities benefit DOE in several ways.  For example, exhibits at both AMSE and K-25 show 
how the Manhattan Project, and especially the work done in Oak Ridge as part of that work, changed 
the world.  Through the immense efforts of the government, victory was gained in the war, and a new 
atomic age dawned.  AMSEF tells that story and then shows how DOE continued to grow on that 
mission, serving our nation through research and the development of new technologies.  In addition, 
AMSEF helps advance and highlight DOE’s role in education, in advancing the important STEM 
disciplines that will determine the future of the country.  And those educational efforts will also help 
advance the next generation of DOE employees, ensuring that the agency stays at the forefront of 
scientific and engineering research and development.  It also should be noted that this support of 
AMSEF would continue DOE’s vital role in and partnership with the Oak Ridge community, a 
community it created and that continues to be dedicated to helping advance the agency’s mission.



Major Activities for the project can occur at both sites and are further described below.

SPECIAL EXHIBITS:     Special exhibits will be produced at the K-25 History Center on a 
regular basis, typically every 3-6 months.  At AMSE, a special exhibit will be installed in May, 
2020, that will be shown until September, 2020.  After that, the plan is to provide in the special 
exhibit space a series of virtual reality (VR) experiences teaching important lessons of science 
and engineering.  Those experiences should be presented initially by October 1, 2020, with 
additions to the offerings being made every 6 to 12 months, depending on funding and the 
complexity of the content.  At the same time in an adjacent space, AMSE plans to mount special 
exhibits on current technologies.  These exhibits will change every 3 to 6 months, starting on 
October 1, 2020.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS:     Public programs also will be provided regularly by AMSEF, typically 
with speakers in the spring and fall.  This year, presentations are currently planned for May and 
August 2020.  Depending on the speakers chosen and their calendars, the same months would 
be targeted for presentations in 2021.  AMSEF hosts an annual fundraising event, scheduled this 
year for October 10, 2020.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS:     Educational programs are ongoing throughout the school 
year both at the museums and in classrooms.  The exact dates depend upon the schools’ 
schedules and needs.  At the same time, AMSEF is expanding its online education presence.  A 
summer camp is hosted by AMSEF every June.  Likewise, AMSEF provides educational 
programming for the annual Secret City Festival each June in Oak Ridge.  

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES:      Development is ongoing at AMSEF through fundraising and 
membership activities.  This work will increase with the hiring of the Operations Manager and a 
Development Director.  The former will have a role in assisting with fundraising and the latter 
will be in charge of those efforts.  The Operations Manager will be on board by June 1, 2020, and 
the Development Director by December 31, 2020. 

SPECIAL EVENTS:       In addition to educational programs, AMSEF also will develop special 
events.  These will take many forms such as expert speakers, conferences, and community 
activities.  Often these events will be done in concert with community partners, such as the 
National Park Service, the University of Tennessee, the City of Oak Ridge, and of course DOE.
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