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B3.6 Siting, construction, modification, operation, and decommissioning of facilities for small-scale 
research and development projects; conventional laboratory operations (such as preparation of 
chemical standards and sample analysis); and small-scale pilot projects.



Optional Additional Narrative: 

I. Description of Proposed Action

All proposed actions will be bench-scale research projects and conventional laboratory operations 
conducted in established buildings at Ames Laboratory and Iowa State University as well as offsite 
collaborations with other State and Federal entities. Specifically, bench-scale chemical, biological, 
physical and theoretical studies, experiments, and related activities including the assembly/disassembly 
of experimental instrumentation and research equipment are within the scope of the proposed actions. 

Restrictions: 

Actions not covered by this generic CX are those that require a "yes" to be checked in Sections 111.B. and 
IV. of the SC-CH Form 560 where none exists in the generic form.

II. · Description of Affected Environment: 

The City of Ames, Iowa surrounds the ISU main campus (490 acres). The population of Ames is 
approximately 66,498, which includes the ISU student population of approximately 36,300. Ames is 
located in Story County, which has a population of approximately 97,502. 

Ames Laboratory is located on the campus of Iowa State University (ISU) and occupies 12 buildings 
owned by the Department of Energy (DOE). See the Laboratory's Web page for location and Laboratory 
overview. The Laboratory also leases space in ISU owned buildings. 

The climate is temperate continental, and is subject to wide temperature and precipitation ranges 
throughout the year. Mean monthly temperature varies from a low of minus 7.5 degrees Celsius 
(18.5F) in January to a high of 23.8 degrees Celsius (74.8 F) in July. Average rainfall equivalent 
precipitation varies from 1.8 centimeters (0.7 inches) in January to 13.7 centimeters (5.4 inches) in June. 

The region's topography is gently rolling with a slight overall negative gradient to the southeast. Under 
the shallow topsoil, the soils are glacial till with a depth of approximately 19.8 meters (65 feet). This 
material is underlain by predominantly limestone bedrock. In the central campus area, the depth to first 
groundwater is approximately 3.0 meters (10 feet). Surface run-off flows into Squaw Creek, a tributary 
of the South Skunk River. The streams have a combined average daily flow of approximately 644 million 
liters (170 million gallons). 

Activities are scoped to have minimal effect on the environment as the majority of work will be 
conducted inside buildings. Outside activities are minor and are adjacent to existing buildings in areas 
that have already been disturbed. Where practical, appropriate construction debris will be recycled. 
Hazardous and special waste, asbestos, radioactive waste will be disposed of per Federal/State 
regulations and Ames Laboratory procedures to ensure proper control. 

IV. Potential Environmental Effects:

820. PCBs






