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The climate is temperate continental, and is subject to wide temperature and precipitation ranges 
throughout the year. Mean monthly temperature varies from a low of minus 7.5 degrees Celsius 

{18.5F) in January to a high of 23.8 degrees Celsius (74.8 F) in July. Average rainfall equivalent 
precipitation varies from 1.8 centimeters (0.7 inches) in January to 13.7 centimeters (5.4 inches) in 
June. 

The region's topography is gently rolling with a slight overall negative gradient to the southeast. Under 
the shallow topsoil, the soils are glacial till with a depth of approximately 19.8 meters (65 feet). This 
material is underlain by predominantly limestone bedrock. In the central campus area, the depth to first 
groundwater is approximately 3.0 meters (10 feet). Surface run-off flows into Squaw Creek, a tributary 
of the South Skunk River. The streams have a combined average daily flow of approximately 644 
million liters (170 million gallons). 

Activities are scoped to have minimal effect on the environment as the majority of work will be 
conducted inside buildings. Outside activities are minor and are adjacent to existing buildings in areas 
that have already been disturbed. Where practical, appropriate construction debris will be recycled. 
Hazardous and special waste, asbestos, radioactive waste will be disposed of per Federal/State 
regulations and Ames Laboratory procedures to ensure proper control. 
Ill. Preliminary Questions 

B.l. Work to be performed outdoors
Minor renovation activities may require work to be done outdoors (i.e., roof tops, tuckpointing,
painting, etc.). Outside activities are minor and are adjacent to existing buildings and in areas that have
already been disturbed.

IV. Potential Environmental Effects:

B.18 Noise
Most standard installation/maintenance/removal activities do not exceed decibel limits. When noise
limits are expected to exceed industry limits, proper and appropriate hearing protection will be
required.

B.19 Asbestos Removal
Activities may require the removal of asbestos containing materials. Asbestos Removal and disposal
activities will follow the Ames Laboratory Asbestos Notification Procedure. Asbestos removal would be
performed by a qualified asbestos abatement contractor (or trained Laboratory/University personnel) as
set forth under 40 CFR Part 763 Appendix C to Subpart E "Asbestos Model Accreditation Plan", licensed
by the Iowa Division of Labor. The 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M (National Emission Standard for Asbestos),
Section 61.145 (standard for demolition), and the Iowa Administrative Rules, Chapter 155 (Asbestos
Removal and Encapsulation) would be followed.

B.20 PCB's
PCB materials will be collected and disposed of according to Federal/State regulations and Laboratory
procedures. Primarily limited to light ballasts.

B.22 Chemical Storage/Use
Small amounts of paints, thinners, greases and water treatment chemicals are stored in cabinets and/or
mechanical maintenance rooms. All special products, chemicals, etc. stored or used will be





VI. Applicable Categories Under 10 CFR Part 1021, Appendix A to Subpart D

B1.3 Routine maintenance/custodial services for building; B1.4 Installation/modification of air 
conditioning systems for existing equipment; B1.5 Minor improvements to existing steam plants and 
cooling water systems, provided that the improvements would not: (1) Create new sources of water or 
involve new receiving waters; (2) have the potential to cause significant impacts on water withdrawals 
or the temperature of discharged water; or (3) increase hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, 
or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products; B1.6 Installation or modification of retention 
tanks or small basins and associated piping and pumps for existing operations to control runoff or spills; 
B1.7 Acquisition, installation, operation, modification, and removal of electricity transmission 
equipment, communication systems, data processing equipment; B1.8 Modifications to screened water 
intake and outflow structures; B1.11 Installation of fencing, no adverse impacts on wildlife populations 
or migration or surface water flow; B1.13 Construction, acquisition, and relocation of on-site pathways, 
small outdoor fitness areas, and short access roads and rail lines; B1.15 Siting, construction or 
modification, and operation of support buildings and support structures; B1.16 Removal of asbestos-
containing materials from buildings in accordance with applicable requirements; B1.17 Removal of 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)-containing items from buildings or other aboveground locations in 
accordance with applicable requirements; B1.21 Noise abatement measures; B1.22 Relocation of 
buildings to an already developed area; B1.23 Demolition/disposal of buildings, equipment, and support 
structures, no adverse impact to public health or the environment; B.27 Disconnection of utilities; B.28 
Minor activities that are required to place a facility in an environmentally safe condition, no proposed 
use for facility; B1.31 Installation or relocation and operation of machinery and equipment; B1.32 
Adjustments to traffic flow, existing roads; B2.1 Modifications to an existing structure, in a previously 
disturbed or developed area, to enhance workplace habitability; B2.3 Installation of equipment for 
personnel safety and health; B2.5 Safety and environmental improvements of facility, 
replacement/upgrade facility components. 




