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Annual DC Trip
• For 35 years members of the three major  

HEP Users’ groups have visited the capitol  

• Goal of trip: visit with  
Congressional members,  
their staff, committee staff,  
administration and funding  
agencies  

• Message:  
1. Share our excitement 

2. Thank everyone for their continued support  

3. Help convey the value added to society by HEP
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Layout of Trip
• Trip organized by the Fermilab UEC in conjunction with US LUA and SLUO 

• Use algorithm to assign trip attendees to contact specific people based 
on their connections  
• Offices are contacted by this ‘primary’ and a meeting is arranged  

• Over three days trip pairs attendees visit  
every office that a meeting could be  
scheduled 
• Packets of materials are brought to  

help reinforce the message  

• Practice sessions are held to help educate  
about congressional process, meeting  
etiquette, science communication, and  
the materials
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Visited 305/435 House offices  
(29 more than last year) 

Summary of 2018 Trip
• 54 trip attendees:  

• 34 FNAL UEC, 13 US LHC, 7 SLAC 

• 22 women 

• 2 under-represented minorities*  

• 35 early-career 
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*American citizens who are Blacks, Hispanics, and 
American Indians or Alaska Natives (APS Reference)

Visited 84/100 Senate offices  
(12 more than last year) 

Left to Right:

M. Farooq
K. Warburton
X. Chen
A. Rafique

Fermilab Student and 
Postdoc Association

7/8 of the  
“big” committees  

(driven by Prof. B. Quinn)
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Who Were We?
54 trip attendees
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Organizers:

Joseph Zennamo (UEC Govt. Rel. Co-Chair)  
Carrie McGivern (UEC Govt. Rel. Co-Chair)  
Fernanda Psihas (UEC Govt. Rel. Deputy Chair) 

Trip Preparation and Training:

Brian Nord (Pre-trip training, UEC Outreach Chair)  
Justin Vasel (WHIPS planning system, UEC Govt. Rel.) 

Meeting Planning 

Breese Quinn (Congressional committee scheduling)  
Harvey Newman (Executive office scheduling) 

Institutional Support 

University Research Association (URA) 

Sebastian Aderhold  
Andrea Albert  
Leonidas Aliaga  
Daniel Antrim  
Leo Bellantoni  
Saptaparna Bhattacharya  
Robin Bjorkquist 
Xuan Chen 
Yangyang Cheng 
Frank Chlebana 
Gavin Davies 
Aaron Dominguez 
Scott Ely 
Alden Fan 
Midhat Farooq 
Rob Fine 
Sergei Gleyzer 
Wes Gohn  
Sowjanya Gollapinni  
Elena Gramellini 
Joseph Grange 
Joseph Haley 
Jiyeon Han 
Lukas Heinrich 
JoAnne Hewett 
Cindy Joe 
Ryan Linehan 
Kevin McDermott  

Jane Nachtman  
Harvey Newman  
Brian Nord 
Jesus Orduna  
Michela Paganini  
Jannicke Pearkes  
Mariel Pettee  
Fernanda Psihas  
Breese Quinn  
Aleena Rafique  
Salvatore Rappoccio  
Michael Sokoloff  
Kelly Stifter  
Louise Suter  
Savannah Thais  
Samuel Totorica  
Justin Vasel  
Sean-Jiun Wang  
Thomas Warburton  
Herman White  
Justin Williams  
George Wojcik  
Katherine Woodruff  
Joseph Zennamo  
Jingyu Zhang  
Yuanyuan Zhang 

Slide Adapted from 
J. Vasel & B.Nord

J. Grange

Rep. Bill Foster

Y. Cheng 

K. McDermott 
J. Zhang 
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New Tools - WHIPS
• Much of this year’s success was 

thanks to the “Washington-HEP 
Integrated Planning System”  

• Web-based tools aimed at 
automating much of the trip logistics: 
• Who are you connected to  
• Your meeting assignments  
• Centralized forum to  

fill open meeting 
• Meeting reports 
• Trip data analysis
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WHIPS team: 
J. Vasel and F. Psihas
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Message of 2018 Trip
We came to DC to deliver a clear and concise message:  

• We represent 6000 scientists from 160 universities and Labs 
working around the world on exciting science 

• We as a community are well focused with a clear plan, The P5 
Report, to achieve this discovery potential 
• We are succeeding at implementing this plan by staying  

on time and on budget  

• The science that we preform  
uniquely trains the future innovators  
of the world, both in academia and  
in the broader economy  
• We drive tomorrow’s innovations 
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Slide Adapted from 
S. Rappoccio
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Science Communication Training
• To help us deliver our message  

clearly a science communication  
program designed 

• Aimed to be curriculum based  
such that it could be built upon  
in future years and broadly  
applicable 
• Aimed to teach communication strategies and best practices  

• Normalization of science and scientists  

• Focused on providing a clear and concise message to the public 

• Identifying the clear benefits to society of fundamental research   

• Clarify the goals of making a lasting impression in the minds of people we talk to
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Science Communications Team: 
B. Nord and K. Yurkewicz

From a recorded training session:
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Community Supported Materials
• Mike Cooke (DOE) and Andrea Peterson (AAAS Fellow) formed and 

coordinated a group of community stakeholders to spearhead an 
update of materials the community can utilize for outreach  
• This involved a complete revamping and rebranding of usparticlephysics.org  

• The refreshed materials formed the foundation of our “packets”
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http://usparticlephysics.org
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Newest Material
• One key packet added this year 

included how HEP helps to 
build leaders in the STEM fields  
• A special focus was placed on the 

innovation economy  

• These materials resonated 
strongly  
• More information was requested  

about this type of impact 

• One trip attendee (J. Orduna)  
is an ex-physicist data  
scientist and his anecdotes 
proved to be very valuable
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Additional Materials Brought
• Beyond what is available on 

usparticlephysics.org we also brought 
a selection of other materials 
• Brochures/Infographics  

• P5 Report overview & update  

• Map/list of US HEP institutions  

• Procurement/Grant information  

• Fact Sheets on US LHC, Fermilab, and  
LNBF/DUNE  

• Symmetry Magazine articles on the US-CERN 
partnership, LBNF groundbreaking, and the 
Muon g-2 magnet arrival  

• Fermilab-360 VR headset & Particle Zoo pins 
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http://usparticlephysics.org
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P5 Progress 
• It was made a special point to tie all the excitement of our 

research back to the P5 Report and its progress 
• Name recognition was high but not 100%  

• Two messages resonated strongly 
• This document codifies the communities desire to be good stewards of the 

taxpayers monies  
• All P5 projects have been within budget and schedule 
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Higgs, dark matter, and dark energy
Also highlighted particle physics contributions to: 
Fermi Space Telescope and LIGO/Virgo

US-CERN partnership, DUNE, Muon g-2,  
Fermilab proton power, next gen dark matter  
and dark energy, next gen CMB facilities 

LHC, ILC (Japan), HEP Theory investment, QIS
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Community Communication

• Thanks to the work begun by Mike Cooke the HEP 
stakeholders group formed the core of the group that 
developed our messaging for the trip 
• Including reps from Labs, Users’ groups, DPF, and the P5 process 

• Communication started early and continued to help build a 
coherent and unified voice within the community 
• One item that was raised was the status of research funding 

• These conversations helped us to form the message  
• Including the impact that ex-HEP scientists have on the broader economy 

and helped define the “value lost” by shrinking our support
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Feedback From Offices Visited
• We have collected 76 pages of  

feedback from trippers on each  
meeting attended  

• Working to analyze this  
feedback and produce a concise  
document that summarizes the trip 

• This document could be given to  
the community to allow them to  
better understand the messages  
we deliver and the feedback that we are receiving from that message 

• Working with the WHIPS development team to include significantly 
more analytics for next trip 
• Similar to what was collected last year
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From #HEPtakesthehill 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/HEPtakesthehill?src=hash
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Agency and Administration Office Visits

• Beyond visiting with congress we also  
visit OMB/OSTP, NSF, DOE  
(Germantown and Office of Science) 

• These meetings enable  
us to communicate  
directly to the agency’s  
what we are hearing  
on the hill and to  
convey the messages  
 we are delivering

 16Photo from 2017 Trip
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Letters to Chairs 
• The heads of the three Users’ 

groups along with the chair of 
DPF sent a letters to the chair 
and ranking members of the 
appropriations committees to 
helped to further reinforce the 
message that we delivered 

• Last year there was also a 
targeted October follow-up 
trip to reinforce our message 
• A handful of people went to the hill 

to meet with key offices and 
committees 

…

…
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Additional Communication Activities

• Beyond the DC Trip there is a significant amount of 
community communication that happens  

• This is an incomplete look at two recent events
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Society for Science at User Research Facilities User Science Expo

• SSURF hosted a Science 
Expo on the hill and held 
office visits 

• The major HEP labs 
participated hosting booths
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S. Posen
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USA Science & Engineering Festival
• USA Science & Engineering festival has > 350k attendees over 3 days 
• Science Expo with many activities from exhibitors across all areas of STEM 
• US LUA participated with Fermilab and Johns Hopkins University 
• The event was successful in reaching out to many visitors, especially families and 

kids!

 20
Slide Adapted from V. Martinez

LHC Virtual Tours

R. C. Lopes de Sa

Atlas Rift

D. Miller
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Summary of This Year
• After 35 years the DC Trip has continued to be a 

success!

• This year we have built upon the tradition of 
investment into it by spearheading new projects 
• Whips, science advocacy training, community driven materials, 

etc. 

• Communication within the community is essential to 
the success of this trip and continually reinforcing 
that we, as a community, need to speak with a set of 
unified voices needs to be fostered  
• Transparency is essential and we hope to deliver that with a 

report to the community summarizing this trip 

• Beyond this successful trip to DC many exciting and 
fruitful advocacy efforts are being developed and 
driving us forward
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Prof. B. Quinn
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Looking Forward
• Want to continue to build upon our progress, WHIPS is 

designed to help provide a better model for selecting trip 
attendees and will be able to help maximize our district 
coverage in the future 

• Looking into best metrics of success such that we can 
provide quantitative feedback 

• Continue to foster an  
atmosphere of community-  
wide communication and  
make sure that all members  
of the community are being  
represented by elected  
members of users’ bodies

(Past) Officers of Fermilab Student and Postdoc Association


