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Program  Description
• PHY  Accelerator  Science  program  exists  since  FY14
• From  the  Program  Description:

“The  Accelerator  Science  program  supports  and  fosters  
research  that  exploits  the  educational  and  discovery  potential  
of  basic  accelerator  physics  research  at  academic  institutions.  
A  key  goal  of  the  program  is  to  seed  and  develop  research  
efforts  in  fundamental  accelerator  science  at  colleges  and  
universities that  will  enable  transformational  discoveries  in  
this  crosscutting  academic  discipline.  In  particular,  this  
program  seeks  to  support  research  with  the  potential  to  
disrupt  existing  paradigms and  advance  accelerator  science  
at  a  fundamental  level…”
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• More  from  the  Program  Description:
“This  program  aims  to  provide  the  foundation  in  knowledge  
and  workforce  upon  which  major  advances  in  accelerator-­
driven  technologies  will  be  based.  An  important  component  of  
the  program  is  the  support  and  training  of  the  next  generation  
of  accelerator  scientists,  including  students,  postdoctoral  
researchers,  and  junior  faculty,  who  will  lead  innovations  in  
the  field  and  will  form  the  backbone  of  the  nation's  highly  
trained  accelerator  workforce.

…  Priority  will  be  given  to  those  proposals  that  enable  the  
discovery  science  supported  by  the  MPS  Division  of  Physics  
and  do  not  augment  ongoing  work  supported  by  other  
agencies.”
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NSF  Accelerator  Science  Program  is  NOT

R&D  program

Educational  program

Facility  Support  program
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Program  History:  
FY14-­16  award  map  
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Program  History:  
FY16  awards  
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Program’s  Future
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• The  Accelerator  Science  program  has  not  seen  a  large  number  
of  proposals  that  would  fit  well  under  the  Program  Description

• We  have  decided  not  to  hold  a  regular  Accelerator  Science  
competition  in  FY18:  recently  released  NSF  PHY  Investigator-­
Initiated  Research  Projects  solicitation  17-­561  does  not  contain  
a  due  date  for  the  Accelerator  Science  program.

• The  program  will  consider  proposals  submitted  to  NSF-­wide  
solicitations  such  as  CAREER  – we  maintain  the  desire  “to  seed  
and  develop  research  efforts  in  fundamental  accelerator  
science  at  colleges  and  universities”.

• The  program  intends  to  be  able  to  entertain  supplement  
requests  for  graduate  student  support  from  PI’s  whose  current  
awards  expire  in  FY18.


