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Enhancing Research Transparency

• The DOE Office of Science (SC) is enhancing transparency in the basic research it sponsors in the physical 
sciences by making more information about our research awards publicly accessible

• Improved research transparency will promote scientific collaboration while building trust and fostering 
accountability with the American people

• On July 12, 2025, the SC Portfolio Analysis and Management System (PAMS) began publicly sharing more 
information about our research program, including:

◦ Public abstracts for both SC grants and laboratory awards
◦ Annual public research performance progress reports for SC grants

• On October 4, 2025, PAMS launched integration with Energy Link (E-Link), DOE’s submission system for 
scientific and technical information (STI), managed by the Office of Scientific and Technical Information 
(OSTI)

◦ Provides an efficient “one-stop shop” for submitting research products for annual progress reporting to the agency and 
dissemination of research results to the public

• On February 28, 2026, PAMS added the capability to collect Research Performance Progress Reports 
and generate Public Progress Reports for SC laboratory research awards

◦ Provides an opportunity for laboratory awardees to share their accomplishments and impact with the broader public
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Overview of Changes to PAMS for Laboratory Awards

• Laboratory Award Transparency

• Public Abstract Submission

• Research Performance Progress Reports
◦ Public Progress Report Contents

• Progress Report Tasks

• Public Award Search Information

• Future enhancements to PAMS
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Laboratory Award Transparency

• Since July 12, 2025, when SC makes awards based on proposals from national 
laboratories, PAMS will:

◦ Require the awardee to submit a Public Abstract

◦ Add the Laboratory Award to the PAMS public Award Search webpage

• SC Laboratory Awards made after July 12, 2025, now also require annual progress 
reporting through PAMS

◦ Process will streamline award management and increase public awareness of the research conducted 
at DOE laboratories

◦ Progress report content based on the interagency Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) 
format used for Financial Assistance Awards

◦ Product reporting leverages the Scientific and Technical Information Program (STIP)

◦ Public Progress Reports will be generated as part of the annual reporting process
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Laboratory Awards and 
Public Abstracts

When SC makes awards based on proposals 
from national laboratories, PAMS will:

• Require the awardee to submit a Public 
Abstract

◦ An email will be sent and a task generated for 
the PI to complete

◦ The Edit Public Abstract screen includes a link 
to the submitted Proposal Abstract 

• Add the Laboratory Award to the PAMS 
public Award Search webpage

◦ The Award Search page provides information 
about the award, including funding 
information, the public abstract, and public 
progress reports
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Public Reporting of Scientific Progress

• SC Laboratory researchers must report scientific and technical information (STI) 
products to the Office of Scientific and Technical Information (OSTI)

◦ Scientific and technical products include journal articles, conference proceedings, books, scientific 
data, and more

◦ The Scientific and Technical Information Program (STIP) community coordinates STI submission 
efforts across DOE laboratories and sites

◦ The OSTI.gov portal makes this information publicly available

• To complement this product reporting, PAMS will begin collecting annual progress 
reports for laboratory awards based on the RPPR format

◦ Information to create an internal DOE Progress Report and a Public Progress Report will be collected 
simultaneously as part of the new annual progress report task in PAMS

• The initial requirements for submitting an annual laboratory award progress reports are:
◦ PAMS must have assigned a Laboratory Award number (beginning DE-SCL; see Award Search page)

◦ Reports required for each 12-month period in a project, except for the final 12-month (or less) period
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Progress Report Comparison
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• Enables SC to assess if awardee have 
made satisfactory progress to justify 
continuing funding the award

• Includes all information from all RPPR 
sections as reported in PAMS

• May contain certain sensitive Personally 
Identifiable Information (PII) or 
proprietary information necessary to 
inform the agency’s assessment

• Intended for public dissemination to 
share scientific accomplishments, 
highlight research products, identify 
participants, and describe benefits to 
the nation

• Based on a combination of special fields 
intended for providing public-facing 
responses and select information 
provided in other fields

• Should not contain any sensitive PII or 
proprietary information

DOE Progress Report Public Progress Report
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Annual Public Progress Report Contents

• While all information provided via the progress report task becomes part of the DOE 
Progress Report, only certain information become part of the Public Progress Report

• Each section of the progress report will be discussed in detail in the following slides
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Progress Report Task Section Public Progress Report Contents Public PR Source

Cover Page Reduced to remove PII ✓ Automatic

Accomplishments Dedicated public response box  Dedicated field

Products Only public products from OSTI.gov ✓ Automatic

Participants and Collaborating 
Organizations

Aggregate information about participants, list of 
partner institutions

✓ Automatic

Impact Dedicated public response box  Dedicated field

Changes/Problems Not included  N/A

Special Reporting Requirements Not included  N/A
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Finding Your Progress Report Task

• PAMS will send an email to the Laboratory Award PI and create a new task in PAMS 120 
days prior to the end of a reporting period (currently a fixed 12-month period)
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• If you do not have a PAMS account, use 
the link in the provided email and your 
verification code to create an account 
and view your task 

• The Progress Report task can be found 
under the “Tasks” tab

◦ The PI can manage permissions of their 
award to allow other users to View, Edit, 
and/or Submit Progress Reports

◦ Full instructions are on the PAMS Help 
Wiki under “Manage Peer Access 
Permissions”

https://pamsexternalhelp.science.energy.gov/spaces/UTL2/pages/2097238/Manage+Peer+Access+Permissions
https://pamsexternalhelp.science.energy.gov/spaces/UTL2/pages/2097238/Manage+Peer+Access+Permissions
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Navigating the Progress Report Task

• In the Progress Report task, the 
left-side navigation menu shows 
your status and lets you navigate to 
any element of the report

◦ Red slash: section is not complete
◦ Green check mark: section complete
◦ Changing a section marked as 

complete will require marking as 
complete again

• At the bottom of each page, look 
for a “Save and Continue” or an 
Action menu

◦ For an action menu, once you 
complete a section, select “Mark as 
Complete” and click Go
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Cover Page

• Progress Report Instructions can be 
downloaded from the top banner of all 
the progress report task screens!

• All fields except Recipient Award ID 
Number are prepopulated by PAMS

• Recipient Award ID is an optional 
identifying number issued by the 
recipient and used for internal 
processing or reporting

Public Progress Report:

✓ Automatically generated

• The Public Progress Report Cover Page 
will not include PII associated with the 
Principal Investigator (PI) 
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Accomplishments

What was done? What was learned?

The information provided in this section allows the 
agency to assess whether satisfactory progress has been 
made during the reporting period

Questions for response:

• What are the major goals and objectives of this 
project?

• What was accomplished under these goals? 

• What opportunities for training and professional 
development has the project provided? 

• How have the results been disseminated to 
communities of interest? 

• What do you plan to do during the next reporting 
period to accomplish the goals and objectives?

Detailed guidance for each question is in the “Progress 
Report Instructions” file

Note “Response for Public” vs. “Response for DOE” 
fields…
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Accomplishments: Public Progress Report

 Dedicated public response box

• The text provided in the first response box in the 
Accomplishments section, labeled “1. 
Accomplishments: What was done? What was 
learned? (Response for public)” will be used 
verbatim to populate the Accomplishments 
section of the Public Progress Report

• Your response should communicate your 
accomplishments to all stakeholders and provide 
transparency on the outcomes from public funding 
of research

• The response box is prepopulated with questions 
to guide development of your report, but including 
the questions as headings in your response is 
optional

• All other response boxes in the Accomplishments 
section will only be used for the internal DOE 
Progress Report

*  1. Accomplishments: What was done? What was learned? (Response for public)

The information provided in this section allows the agency to assess whether satisfactory  
progress has been made during the reporting period. The information will be made available to 
the public to communicate the accomplishments to all stakeholders and provide transparency on 
the outcomes from public funding of research.  

Describe the last reporting period’s accomplishments, addressing the questions below. 

Ensure that your response does not contain any sensitive personally identifiable or proprietary 
information. Additional responses provided on this page will only be seen by DOE staff. The PI is 
reminded that the grantee is required to obtain prior written approval from the Contracting 
Officer whenever there are significant changes in the project or its direction.

[Response box, 10,000 character limit]

• What are the major goals and objectives of this project?

• What was accomplished towards these goals?  
◦ What was the technical approach?

◦ Describe progress toward completion of major activities or significant objectives identified in 
your proposal and include significant results, key outcomes, and other achievements.

◦ As the project progresses, the emphasis in reporting in this section should shift from 
reporting activities to reporting accomplishments.

• What do you plan to do during the next reporting period to accomplish the goals and 
objectives?

• What opportunities for training and professional development were provided for 
participants?  

• How have the results been disseminated to communities of interest? In particular, provide 
details for any dissemination not reported in the research product section of this report.

13
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Products

List any products resulting from the project during the 
reporting period

• Most relevant products are expected to be reported as STI to 
OSTI via the lab’s STIP office

• PAMS allow you to search for and select STI products from 
OSTI.gov to associate with your laboratory award

• Selected products will be linked to your award record for 
tracking and reporting purposes

• If necessary, additional information may be provided in the 
"Additional Products" section

◦ The Additional Products section should be used to enter product 
data not released on OSTI.gov

◦ If a product is released on OSTI.gov, it should be removed from the 
Additional Products section and added to the product list via 
import from OSTI.gov

Use the “Add Products to Report” link at the top to begin!
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Products – Select Award Products

• This is the “library” of products you are assembling to add to your progress report
◦ The list will grow throughout the life of the award

◦ Products may only be removed from the list if they have not been submitted to DOE as part of a 
progress report

Click “Add Products to
Award from OSTI.gov”
to add to this list
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Products – Add Products from OSTI.gov

• The basic and advanced 
search parameters let you 
search OSTI.gov for products 
to add

◦ Fields ending with “(List)” 
allow a comma separated 
list of search terms to be 
submitted

◦ A comma separated list of 
OSTI IDs allows efficient 
product selection!

• Select or deselect products 
to add to the “library” using 
the check boxes on the left

◦ Selected products carry over 
from multiple searches

• Click “Save and Continue” 
here and on the “Select 
Award Products” page to 
finish adding products to 
your report
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Products: Public Progress Report

✓ Automatically generated

• The Public Progress Report is based on 
your list of products as reported in PAMS

◦ Since PAMS uses the OSTI.gov API to import 
your products, only publicly available products 
will appear

◦ Note that not all STI products are reportable 
as part of the PAMS progress report!

• The “Additional Products” section of your 
progress report is for the internal DOE 
Progress Report and will not be made 
public
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Participants and Other Collaborating Organizations

• Participants
◦ What individuals have worked on 

the project?

• Partners 
◦ What other organizations have 

been involved as partners? 

• Other Collaborators 
◦ Have other collaborators or 

contacts been involved? 

Click “Add New…” to provide the 
necessary information for each 
section
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Participants and Other 
Collaborating Organizations:
Public Progress Report
✓ Automatically generated

• The Public Progress Report will include an 
aggregated table of participants based on the 
information you enter in PAMS

◦ The aggregate table will include the Number of 
People and the Total Person Months Worked for 
each Project Role

◦ Any reported High School Student participants 
will appear under the “Other” Project Role label 
in the aggregate table

◦ Participant names and contact information will 
not be made public

• A list of Partner institutions, including the 
organization name, city, state, and country, 
will be displayed in the Public Progress Report
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Impact

What Is the impact of the project? How has it contributed? 

The taxpaying public and its representatives deserve a periodic 
assessment to show them how the investments they make 
benefit the nation

Questions for response:

• What was the impact on the development of the principal 
discipline(s) of the project? 

• What was the impact on other disciplines? 

• What was the impact on the development of human 
resources? 

• What was the impact on physical, institutional, and 
information resources that form infrastructure? 

• What was the impact on technology transfer? 

• What was the impact on society beyond science and 
technology? 

• What percentage of the award’s budget was spent in foreign 
country(ies)? 

Detailed guidance in the “Progress Report Instructions” file

Note “Response for Public” vs. “Response for DOE” fields…
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Impact: Public Progress Report

 Dedicated public response box

• The text provided in the first response box in 
the Impact section, labeled “1. Impact: What 
is the impact of the project? How has it 
contributed? (Response for public)” will be 
used verbatim to populate the Impact section 
of the Public Progress Report

• Your response should inform the taxpaying 
public and its representatives about how the 
investments they make benefit the nation

• The response box is prepopulated with 
questions to guide development of your 
report, but including the questions as 
headings in your response is optional

• All other response boxes in the Impact section 
will only be used for the internal DOE Progress 
Report

*  1.  Impact: What is the impact of the project? How has it contributed? (Response for public)

The taxpaying public and its representatives deserve a periodic assessment to show them how 
the investments they make benefit the nation.

Describe the last reporting period’s impact, specifically for the public, addressing the questions 
below. Detailed guidance for each of these questions is available in the Progress Report 
Instructions document, in the “View” bar above.

Ensure that your response does not contain any sensitive personally identifiable or proprietary 
information. The response provided in this box will be made publicly available. Additional 
responses provided on this page will only be seen by DOE staff. 

[Response box, 10,000 character limit]

• What was the impact on the development of the principal discipline(s) of the project?

• What was the impact on other disciplines?

• What was the impact on physical, institutional, and information resources that form 
infrastructure?

• What was the impact on technology transfer?
◦ Describe ways in which the project made an impact, or is likely to make an impact, on 

commercial technology or public use.

◦ Include transfer of results to entities in government or industry, instances where the 
research has led to the initiation of a start-up company, and adoption of new practices. 

• What was the impact on society beyond science and technology?

• What was the impact on the development of human resources?

• What percentage of the award’s budget was spent in foreign country(ies)?
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Changes/Problems

This section will ONLY appear in the internal 
DOE Progress Report! 

If not previously reported, provide the following 
information:

• Changes in approach and reasons for change

• Actual or anticipated problems or delays and 
actions or plans to resolve them

• Changes that have a significant impact on 
expenditures

• Significant changes in use or care of human 
subjects, vertebrate animals, biohazards, 
and/or select agents

• Change of primary performance site location 
from that originally proposed

• Carryover Amount
◦ Provide an estimate of the projected uncosted 

project balance for the current scope of work at 
the reporting period end date
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Participant Information

• Provide email addresses for each participant listed in the participant section

• Once you submit the report, PAMS will send the participants not registered in PAMS an 
email inviting them to register and complete their PAMS person profiles
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Attachments

Progress reports may only contain attachments if required by DOE

24



Energy.gov/scienceEnergy.gov/science

Preview and Submit Progress Report

• The “Review” screen lets 
you see all of the 
information as entered in 
the progress report

• The “Submit” screen lets 
you to preview report PDFs 
and Submit the report to 
DOE for review

◦ Click the “Public Progress 
Report” and “DOE Progress 
Report” buttons to preview 
the PDF files your report will 
create!
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Finding Public Abstracts and Progress Reports

All Public Abstracts and Public 
Progress Reports will be available 
online through the PAMS public 
Award Search once approved!
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PAMS Enhances Research Transparency

• PAMS has delivered significant new capabilities that enhance transparency in the basic 
research SC sponsors in the physical sciences by making more information about our 
research awards publicly accessible

◦ Public progress reports for financial assistance awards

◦ Connection to OSTI’s E-Link system for financial assistance award product reporting

◦ Public abstracts, public progress reports, and a public listing of proposal-based laboratory awards

• We are here to support you!
◦ The PAMS Helpdesk is available from 9 am to 5:30 pm, Monday through Friday, at 855-818-1846 (toll-

free), 301-903-9610, or sc.pams-helpdesk@science.doe.gov

◦ The E-Link helpdesk is available at elink_Helpdesk@osti.gov

◦ STIP Community contacts can be found online at https://www.osti.gov/stip/about/stip-community 
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