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Effective Research Presentations:
Assertion-Evidence Approach

Michael Alley
College of Engineering
Penn State University

The measures for a research presentation are how much it is
understood, remembered, and believed

[Alison Willie, Penn State, 2014] 
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What do they know 
about your research?

Why your research 
will interest them?

Before creating your presentation, 
you should analyze your audience

Who are they?

The best presenters narrow their scope 
so that they do not hurry
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The audience expects you to tell the story of the research

*

Your research
question

How the question 
will be tested

Results of 
the test 

[USGS, 2004]

Meaning of results

Lead with the

familiar
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PowerPoint’s defaults, which run counter to how people 
learn, pull down many, if not most, presentations

[Garner et al., 2009]

[Alison Willie, Penn State, 2014] 

Principle 1:

Build your talk on 
messages, not topics
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[Alison Willie, Penn State, 2014] 

Principle 2:

Support your messages
with visual evidence 
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[inhabitat.com] 

Principle 2:

Support your messages
with visual evidence 

[Getsy, 2015]

Principle 3

Explain visuals by fashioning 
sentences on the spot
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In closing, the assertion-evidence approach leads to higher 
audience comprehension and more projected confidence

www.assertion-evidence.org
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