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Columbia, MO 65211 

Dear Dr. Stacey: 

The recently passed America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010 highlights the 
importance of public access to research results, particularly in the fom1s of scholarly 
publications and digital data. A copy of the relevant section, Sec. 103, of the 
COMPETES Act is appended to this charge letter for your information. 

As a first step in assessing the policies for researchers funded by the Office of Science, I 
am requesting your assistance. Please submit to me, no later than July 1, 2011, a report 
describing current policies and practices for disseminating research results in the fields 
relevant to the Biological and Environmental Research program. For the purposes of this 
report, "dissemination" refers to the circulation of research results outside of the 
originating institutions or scientific collaborations; "research results" refers to both 
written research findings (scholarly papers, presentations, reports, etc.) and digital data; 
and "practices" refers to accepted practices within a scientific discipline. Policies from 
DOE and other federal and non-federal agencies, including foreign institutions and 
international scientific collaborations, should be considered within the scope of this 
report provided that these policies have notable impact on the dissemination of research 
results in your fields. Examples of relevant government policies include provisions in 
grants and contracts as well as overarching guidance as set forth in federal regulations 
and DOE orders 1. 

Although your report should be sensitive to the differences between written findings and 
digital data (and, indeed, differences among each of these), you may find many of the 

1 See, for example, IO CFR 605.20 (http://law.justia.com/us/cfr/titlc l 0/ I 0-
4.0.1.3.13.html# 10:4.0.1.3.13 .0.59.20) and DOE O 241. l B 
(https://www.directives.doe.gov/directives/cu1Tent-directives/24 l. l-BOrder-b/view). 
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